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Historic Home Transtormation

Navigating cabinetry design, period-appropriate hardware,
and historic district compliance in Mountain Brook,
Highland Park, and Downtown Hickory.
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The delicate balance
of historic preservation

in the South

Honoring Heritage

Matching the architectural
pedigree of neighborhoods like
Mountain Brook and Newton's

craftsman district.

Upgrading Functionality

Integrating modern soft-close

mechanisms and storage efficiency

behind period-correct facades.

Downtown
Hickory (NC)

Mountain Brook /
Highland Park (AL)
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Surviving the Climate

Sourcing materials that withstand
the intense humidity swings of
Alabama and North Carolina
without warping.
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Navigating historic district and municipal compliance |

Red Tape to Green Light
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Are you making Trigger: Historic Design Review Board

-lll:r..-:"- "
exterior-visible = B ( ' YS\ B Mandatory in Mountain Brook, Highland Park, ¢
9 B | downtown Hickory. Requires period-appropriate
changes ~ =3 - materials and hardware approval. ~
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Does the project _' Trigger: Municipal Building Permits

involve countertop or & o = Required by Jefferson and Catawba Counties &
plumbing tie-ins? \ for structural/plumbing alterations.
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Trigger: EPA RRP Lead Safety

Was your home o N [ . SO , . =
built before 1978? Requires certified contractors using lead-safe -
/ work practices for dust control.
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- Determine the optimal renovation
path for your property

Budget

Condition Timeline

Path 1:
Cabinet Refacing

3-5 days. Keep existing boxes,
replace doors/hardware.
Best for intact layouts.
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Layout works | :
, butlooks dated I\ é AT e N

Path 2: Full Custom Kitchen

i

4-8 weeks. Complete tear-out. I
Best for failing boxes or layout
changes.

T

Path 3: Funﬂture-Gra'de
Built-Ins

Targeted upgrades.
§ Living rooms, home
offices, and mudrooms.
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~ The structural anatomy o
| d periOd-COI'l'eCt Cabinet @j Hidden Subelbse Mechanisms:

— Delivers modern functionality without
~ S | disrupting the historical aesthetic.

Dovetail Joinery: Essential - il - : 7 .
structural integrity to bear weight; SN = | i ' § i
T @j _ @J

prevents butt-joint failure. i e = Period-Appropriate Exterior
: Z 1 N Hardware: Carefully selected
| finishes to pass strict historic

| | / | district design reviews.
e |
. !
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Solid Hardwood Box: Ensures

dimensional stability against
AL/NC humidity.

WARNING:

Do not accept MDF or particle board
in wet zones. Edge-swelling is
guaranteed in Southern humidity.
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Selecting materials that survive

Southern humidity “Swatch Board” Comparison Matrix
Wood Species AL/NC Humidity Stability Best Period/Kitchen Style
Excellent (kiln dried) Painted kitchens $$
Excellent Traditional stained kitchens $$
Excellent Rustic/Transitional, $$3
(hardest domestic wood) furniture-capital favorite
Moderat R Tl 588
Walnut High CoCor Ly, $$$$

e VA

rich dark tone
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The economic reality of custom builds
versus refacing

Project Scope Birmingham, AL Hickory, NC

e, e
Full Custom Kitchen $10,000 - $30,000 $12,000 - $35,000

e e
Kitchen Refacing $5,000 - $15,000 $6,000 - $17,500

Custom Bathf;jorn
Vanity $2,000 - $6,000 $2,500 - $7,000

EEEEse e e s e
Vanity Refacing $1,000 - $3,000 $1,250 - $3,500

Key Insight: Refacing
yields an exact ~50%
savings compared to full
replacement, freeing up
budget for premium
period hardware and
countertops.




Avoid a $10,000 mistake

on your cabinetry project

Particle-Board Bait

Quote looks cheap, but boxes
will swell and disintegrate in
AL/NC humidity.

Ed

No Dovetail Joinery

Cheap butt-joints will inevitably
fail at the drawer corners

Risk Radar

Lacking AL/NC licensing or
insurance. One bad install costs

Dashboard

under heavy weight. far more than initial savings.

-7

MDF Painted Doors || Cheap Hardware

Warping and irreversible Missing soft-close mechanisms
edge-swelling during highly on a "custom” quote leads to
humid months. sagging and slamming
doors.
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(On-site layout, kiln-dried wood selection, contract signing)

Olfs I Qe ol 1 lo]aNoI=To[[s I (Milling, dovetail joinery construction)

Fabrication continues
(Finishing, soft-close hardware integration, quality inspection) |

Install prep (Site protection, verifying measurements)

(Finishing, soft-close hardware integration, quality inspection)

qﬁ Installation
(Boxes, doors, countertop tie-ins, punch Ihtr
Week 1 Welik 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8

The Winter Advantage

Ordering in winter compresses lead times because Catawba Valley and Birmingham
shops are less booked. Hardwood delivered in winter acclimates perfectly before spring
humidity spikes, virtually eliminating warping risk.

M Gemini Motebook



Refacing accelerates the timeline

for historic home sales

High L-...__

Medium

Home Value / Offer Strength

Low

- The kitchen is the #1 room buyers judge; dated
cabinets sink offers.

Refacing immediately shortens days-on-market.

—© Reface Before You Sell (3-5 days)
Brand new solid wood doors and soft-close hardware

~ drastically reduce buyer negotiation on inspection items.

\
A The Custom Delay (4-8 weeks)

Il Delays listing the home and
=« _ misses the peak buyer window.

Start Week 1

Week 4
Time (Days on Market)
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The master vetting equation
for historic contractors

Active State Licensing: Verified with AL Home Builders Llcensure
Board or NC General Contractors Board.

i [A Comprehensive Insurance: Proof of general liability and
workers’ comp.

[ A Craftsmanship Standards: Mandatory use of dovetail joinery and &

furniture-grade finishes.

Climate Expertise: Deep understanding of kiln-dried solid hardwoods &
for AL/NC humidity.

Historic Dust Control: Proven lead-safe work practices (EPARRP)
for pre-1978 properties.
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Connect with pre-vetted local craftsmen

: o, |

|
1. Tell Us Your Needs 2. Get Matched 3. Compare & Choose
Describe your project scope, Receive up to 3 quotes from Review credentials and itemized

budget range, and timeline pre-vetted Birmingham or Hickory quotes at your own pace with
priorities. professionals within one business day. zero obligation.
Independent matching connecting you to the finest woodworkers in the Catawba Valley |
- and Jefferson County. Ensure your historic home gets the expertise it deserves. | |




